The Colchester Vessel from Vermont

Eugene C. Winter, 2011

In the ceramic collection at the Robbins Museum we
have a plaster cast of the famous Colchester, VT ce-
ramic vessel collected by an unidentified person dur-
ing the last half century. The original was discovered
by “Captain Johnson” in 1825 and sold to Luther Loo-
mis who donated it to the College of Natural History
at the University of Vermont. The cast ves-

sel in our collection was probably made to

serve as a substitute artifact for an exhibit
elsewhere to protect the fragile original. The

Robbins Museum received it from the late

Tom Lux, a member of the Massachusetts
Archaeology Society and former editor of

the Robbins Newsletter. Unfortunately we

do not know how or when he acquired it.

James B. Petersen, PhD, professor at Uni-
versity of Vermont published a paper (1990)
titled “Evidence of the Saint Lawrence Iro-
qguoians in Northern New England: Popula-
tion Movement, Trade, or Stylistic Borrow-
ing?” Man in the Northeast 40:31-39.

Petersen along with Joshua Toney published an analy-
sis of this vessel titled: “Three Native American Ce-
ramic Vessels from Western, Vermont: The Colchester
and Bolton Jars Revisited” in the Journal of Vermont
Archaeology, Volume 3, 2000.

Based on Petersen’s analysis we know that the Col-
chester vessel was grit tempered (quartz,
mica) with a modeled rim which was incised
on the exterior. Punctuations decorated neck
and body. The spherical upper body is deco-
rated with incised lines and punctuations on
the round body. It is thought that the body
as well as the quadrilateral collar castella-
tions may have been modeled rather than
coil built. The base is rounded.

The cultural origin of this vessel and two
others studied by Petersen, plus fragments
known from a variety of sites in northern
New England point to the St. Lawrence Iro-
guoians’ occupation of northern Vermont
during late prehistory.

The next time you visit the Robbins Museum, be sure
to look for this spectacular vessel!

Puzzle Pouches
by Dave DeMello

The artifact above the ruler in the photo below is a
Native American puzzle pouch on display at the Rob-

bins Museum. It is believed to have been made in
the middle of the 19th century, possibly as early as
1840, by people from the sub-arctic region, probably
the Cree, the Athabaskan or the Chippewa. The in-
formation on this item has been provided by Andrew



Bullock. Andy is a friend of the Society with a degree in
Native Studies and forty years of beadwork experience.

The item below the ruler in the picture is a reproduction
puzzle pouch made by Andy and graciously donated to
the MAS. The older pouch is shown folded as it would be
when carried. It consists of two pouches joined at their
tops, as does the reproduction, and would have a similar
appearance if unfolded.

The reason that these objects are called puzzle pouches
is that opening the flaps for either side does not give you
access to the interiors of the purses. To gain access you
must solve the puzzle which involves manipulating the
carrying straps.

Having a replica enables us to demonstrate the mecha-
nism of the puzzle without harming the 171 year old ar-
tifact.

The design does do a good job of keeping the enclosed
object from easily falling out of the purse; however, |
have not been able to determine the purpose of making
such a complicated container.

| like to think that there is playfulness in the design of
the puzzle pouch. Taking a utilitarian object and add-
ing features purely for pleasure is an admirable human
trait. | would enjoy meeting the originators of this puzzle
pouch.

Exhibit maker Wayne Legge
edited by Dave DeMello

Volunteer Wayne Legge has many passions and hobbies
that eventually brought him to the MAS. Chief among
them are collecting rocks and minerals and amateur ar-
chaeology.

As a youngster, playing “Cowboys and Indians” was a
favorite game in his neighborhood. The game was en-
hanced by the fact that on the Oklahoma panhandle
in the 1920’s his uncle was a bona fide cowboy and his
mother went to school with real Indians.

Wayne’s time in college and later in Korea and his mar-
riage and two children have resulted in a very rewarding
and busy life.

The allure of Indians drove him from his intensive inter-
est in rocks and minerals to the field of archaeology and
to local artifacts, both Native American and Colonial.

The purchase of an old farmhouse on the banks of the
Hockamock River in West Bridgewater proved to be the
culmination of a childhood dream. Finding a few arrow-
heads in the field nearby and the ultimate find of locat-
ing an old cellar foundation below the “plow line” was a
special thrill. Wayne spent more than 20 years excavat-
ing that cellar hole, recovering Indian artifacts and nu-
merous Colonial artifacts that date from the 1700’s.

After digging the foundation, he joined the MAS. Hearing
that there were about 80,000 Native American artifacts
(now about 150,000) stored in the cellar out of sight,
he thought that it would be of benefit to the Society to
share them with the public.

Attending the MAS annual meeting in 2002, Wayne pro-
posed that artifact displays should be brought to the
people to entice them to come to the Robbins Museum.
He suggested that wherever people congregate for busi-
ness or pleasure, historical societies, libraries, bank lob-
bies and various fairs and festivals, those areas would be
amenable to interesting displays especially if they were
of local interest.

Ron Dalton, president of the MAS at the time, liked the
idea and pointed to Wayne and said “Wayne, would you
volunteer and do it?” He said “yes”, figuring his retire-
ment, after 39 years as technical director for a textile mill
in Canton, MA, would give him time for volunteering.

Wayne started by constructing two portable exhibit
boxes of his own design which incorporated a large dis-
play area and locking security. These could be used in
conjunction with locked exhibit cases in various estab-
lishments. He then assembled a supply of artifacts from
the MAS and from his own excavations to represent the
archaeological past of Southeastern Massachusetts and
began to create his exhibits.

They consist of Indian objects (points, ax, celt, gouge,
hatchet, etc.) and of Colonial items (horse shoes, old bot-
tles, coins, pipe stems, etc.). A display may focus on one
type of artifact or both.

Accompanying the artifacts are MAS membership



brochures and signs indicating that some of the items
have been supplied by the MAS. In certain locations
the MAS sign is posted over the display.

Currently the most popular exhibit and program dis-
plays are from his personal collection from the cel-
lar hole which contains both Indian and Colonial ar-
tifacts.

Wayne’s first display was installed in 2003 in the E.
Bridgewater, MA library, and that exhibit is still stand-
ing. That was followed over the years by exhibits in in-
stitutions and fairs in eight towns and cities in South-
eastern Massachusetts.

He has shown the following number of exhibits at:

e 6 libraries (1 month or more)

e 3 historical societies (1 month and 1 % hour pro-
gram)

e 1 bank (1 month)

e 3 festivals ( 1 day)

Several entities have been renewed for multiple years.

The following towns have participated in the displays
and / or programs:

e West Bridgewater

e East Bridgewater

e Stoughton

e Easton

e Brockton

e Attleboro

e Middleborough
e Norton

His efforts have not gone unnoticed. In 2009 he was
awarded the MAS Certificate of Achievement at the
Annual Meeting. This year both the Boston Globe and
the Brockton Enterprise have published articles about
Wayne and his efforts to educate the public about lo-
cal archaeology.

As the result of the Boston Globe article, entitled
“Backyard Treasures” by John Laidler, Globe Corre-
spondent, Wayne has been invited by several organi-
zations to give a lecture on the old foundation and an
explanation of the various artifacts. He has expanded
his lecture by incorporating several of his minerals,
fossils and metal detector findings.

Teachers Group Tours the Robbins and the Little
League Site, July 2011
by Suanna Selby Crowley

On July 13, a group of teachers from a summer pro-
fessional development program at Framingham State
University visited the Robbins Museum for a 3-hour
tour of the collections and discussion of how to inte-
grate small museum collections into elementary and
secondary educational experiences. Their visit also
included a trip to the neighboring Little League site
in Middleborough, where Dr. Curtiss Hoffman intro-
duced them to field archaeological research.

Led by Dr. Suanna Crowley, the tour of 11 teach-
ers started at the Robbins Museum for a review of
the archaeological history of Massachusetts. Begin-
ning with the ethnographic collections in the Doyle
Doll area, Dr. Crowley introduced the group to con-
cepts of cultural continuity and preservation. Using
the archaeological collections, particularly the Walk
Through Time displays, the visitors were amazed to
learn how deeply this cultural history extends within
New England. During the visit, Dr. Crowley led a dis-
cussion of how the principles of archaeological sci-
ence and the examination of past cultures can be
useful for the elementary and secondary curriculum
frameworks that deal with social studies, history, sci-
ence, quantitative methods and reasoning, art and
craft appreciation, technology, and other issues. The
teachers were further able to examine several items
from the study collection up close and to experience
the process of scientifically examining artifacts.

Later that morning, Dr. Crowley took the teachers
over to the Little League site where Dr. Hoffman gave
the group an introduction to field archaeology. Few
of the visitors had ever seen an active archaeological
site and were thrilled to walk across such a deeply
researched landscape. Dr. Hoffman guided them
through the multiple phases of research which he has
led over the years, and described to the teachers the
process of recovery, analysis, and interpretation of
artifacts and sites, as they viewed the archaeological
field crew hard at work in the test units.

Ms. Elizabeth Angell of Framingham State, who or-
ganized the visit for the teachers, expressed deep
appreciation for the Robbins Museum and for the



chance to visit an active archaeological investigation.
Calling it an “eye opening” experience for the teach-
ers, Ms. Angell looked forward to returning to the
Robbins with groups in the future.

Development Committee Fall 2011 Update
Suanna Selby Crowley, Committee Chair
development@massarchaeology.org

The Development Committee is happy to announce
good progress on the Heritage Management and Sus-
tainability initiatives launched earlier this year. With
the generous aid of the Frederick Lobl Trust for Chari-
ties, the committee has been investigating the types
of computer equipment required to launch our new
assessment of the Robbins’ collections. During Sep-
tember, Development will be purchasing several new
workstations and peripheral equipment that will be
used for the input and management of collections
and object information. Using a software platform
called PastPerfect, the team is looking to review and
gather different kinds of information we have on the
Museum’s objects (artifacts, photographs, ethno-
graphic objects) and to warehouse that information
in a central database. Such a project will allow us to
better track, display, and curate the tens of thousands
of objects within the collection. The process will take
many months and we will be looking for volunteers
to help as we bring the system online. Stay tuned for
more information about the call for volunteers!

On the Sustainability front, the Committee is pleased
to announce the replacement of the Museum’s old
incandescent Exit signs this past August. An efficiency
audit in 2010 revealed that these old fixtures were
using tremendous amounts of energy, as they were
required by building safety codes to be on 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week. The new, efficient LED signage
will dramatically decrease the energy expenditure for
these lighted signs, with an estimated annual elec-
tric bill savings of nearly $500. We extend our thanks
again to President Edward Pratt and the Mayflower
Bank for supporting the purchase of these LED signs
with their grant to the MAS in 2010.

In addition to these programs, the Development
Committee continues to transition some of our com-
munication with the membership to electronic for-
mats, particularly email. If you would like to sign up

for email notices about events or activities, please
contact development@massarchaeology.org to learn
more. Don’t forget to “friend” the Society on Face-
book, too! Help us reduce our paper consumption
and Go Green!

As always, if you have a novel idea or program that
will help to continue the work of Society, the Devel-
opment Committee welcomes your thoughts. Please
feel free to contact the Chair at the Museum by phone
or the email address above. Thank you again for your
continuing support of the MAS.

CHAPTER NOTES

Massasoit Chapter
by Judy Macioci, Chapter Co-Chair

The Massasoit Chapter meets every third Thursday
at members’ homes. This past season we had some
great speakers who presented topics such as “Bones
in Archaeological Digs”, “The Powell Site” and “Na-
tive American Superstitions”.

We enjoy our Summer cookouts at the beach and
look forward to next season. We are always looking
for interesting topics to discuss and present. If any-
one would like to speak at our meeting please let us
know.

Central Mass Chapter
by Janet M. Bessette, Chapter Chair

At our June meeting, elections were held and the fol-
lowing slate of officers was elected:

Chapter Chair: Janet Bessette

Vice chair (programs): Tonya Largy

Treasurer: Thirza Joost

Corresponding Secretary: Alan Smith

Recording Secretary: Mary Aronson

The Central Mass chapter of the Massachusetts Ar-
chaeological Society will resume their busy season of
monthly lectures in October. Our schedule of speak-
ers is as follows:

October 1, 2011 John Hubbard, Associate Member,
Wayland Historical Commission & Jeff Boudreau,
Flintknapper, MAS Member:  “Archaeology of the
Mansion Inn & Mansion Inn Tool Technology”



November 5, 2011 Dr. Katharina Galor, Brown Univer-
sity: “Archaeology of Roman Period, the Jerusalem
of Jesus”

December 3, 2011 Mitchell Mulholland : “The Archae-
ology of Wharfs in Massachusetts: Archaeological In-
vestigations in Newburyport, Salem and Plymouth”
January no meeting

February no meeting

March 3, 2012 Dr. Dianna Doucette, Senior Archae-
ologist, Public Archaeology Laboratory: “The Sander-
son Tannery: Investigating the Historical Landscape
and the Results of the 2010 U. Mass Archaeological
Field School”

April 7, 2012 Cheryl Stedtler, Nipmuck Tribe: “17th
Century Dugout Canoes in Lake Quinsigamond,
Worcester”

May 5, 2012 Lee Swanson, Curator, Sudbury Historical
Society: “The Sudbury Bow--the oldest Bow in the
North East (ca 1660) with New Discoveries”

June 2, 2012 Katie Kirakosian, University of Massa-
chusetts, Amherst: “The Archaeologist and the Shell
Midden: an Ethnographic Portrait (1861-2006)"

We meet at 7:30 p.m. for a business meeting, fol-
lowed by light refreshments, and an entertaining
speaker. The location is the Zion Lutheran Church at
41 Whitmarsh Avenue in Worcester MA. All are wel-
come to attend.

Please check the web site for further details of our
planned events http://www.massarchaeology.org/
Hope to see you there!

Northeast Chapter

The event calendar for the Northeast Chapter is not
finalized at this writing. Keep abreast using the chap-
ter web page at http://www.massarchaeology.org/
events_northeast_chapter.htm.

EVENTS

October is Archaeology Month in Massachusetts and
there are numerous events scheduled. Listed below
are some but not all. Some of these are not directly
related to Archaeology Month.

October 1, 2011- Central Massachusetts Chapter of
MAS

John Hubbard, Associate Member, Wayland Histori-
cal Commission & Jeff Boudreau, Flintknapper, MAS
Member will give a lecture.

Title: “Archaeology of the Mansion Inn & Mansion
Inn Tool Technology”

Time: 8 p.m.

Location: Zion Lutheran Church, 41 Whitmarsh Av-
enue, Worcester, MA

Further information: http://www.massarchaeology.
org/events_centralchapter.htm

Robbins Museum

The Museum will be open for tours Wednesdays and
Saturdays (except October 22) from 10:00 until 4:00
on Wednesdays and 2:00 on Saturdays.

Classes in Rhode Island
Saturday, October 15 (9 a.m. to 4 p.m.) “Introduction
to Underwater Archaeology”

(Instructors: D. K. Abbass, Kerry Lynch, Charlotte Tay-
lor) Why and how archaeologists study submerged
cultural materials, including shipwrecks; what under-
water archaeologists do not do. Legal & ethical issues;
RIMAP activities and how to participate. Pre-registra-
tion required. Location in Newport; details sent with
confirmation. (Cost: $50 for 2011 RIMAP members,
$75 for non-members. See contact below.)

Saturday, October 29 (9 a.m. to 4 p.m.): “Introduction
to Documentary Production for Historians, Archae-
ologists, and Interested Others” (Instructor: Joseph
W. Zarzynski -- Director, “Pl Bateaux Below”, and Pro-
ducer of three historical archaeology documentaries
with PePe Productions) What you need to know and
do before you pick up a camera; how to collect and
assemble the information/footage; important steps
to share your product with a wider audience. Pre-
registration required. Location in Bristol; details sent
with confirmation. (Cost: $75 for 2011 RIMAP mem-
bers, $100 for non-members. See contact below.)

Contact: D.K. Abbass Box 1492, Newport, Rl 02840
(401)253-2094 www.rimap.org
E-mail: rhodeislandmap@yahoo.com
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Eastern States Archaeological Federation (ESAF) Report
(note upcoming meeting)
by Alan F. Smith, ESAF Representative

The 2010 Annual Meeting of ESAF was held at the Clar-
ion Hotel, Williamsburg, Virginia from October 28-31.
This 77th Annual Meeting and Program was held as a
joint annual meeting with the Archeological Society of
Virginia who hosted the meetings. Tours to Jamestown
and Chippokes Plantation State Park and the presenta-
tions by professionals, avocationals, and students on
many diverse subjects provided a glimpse into our cul-
tural heritage.

The keynote speaker, Dr. Doug Owsley of the Smithson-
ian Institution, presented a talk on “What’s New in Old
Bones of the Chesapeake?”. The presentation examined
17th through 19th century skeletal assemblages from
Virginia and Maryland that represented various ethnic
groups. The assemblages were investigated using more
recent technologies including DNA, stable isotope analy-
sis, bone density, and other research techniques.

ESAF publishes the Archaeology of Eastern North Ameri-
ca (AENA) which is a world renowned publication and is
well worth the price of membership--see www.esaf-ar-
chaeology.org. The 2011 Annual Meeting will be held at
the Wyndham Hotel, 1111 Rte.73 North, Mt. Laurel, NJ,
(877)-999-3223 from October 27-30 and will be hosted
by the Archeological Society of New Jersey--see web-
site. Special events to be announced.

Archaeological Canoe Tour of the Lower Nemasket
River

This tour will explore the historically rich Lower Nemas-
ket River with guidance and lectures by Professor Curtiss
Hoffman, a specialist in this area.

Saturday, October 15, 10 a.m. — rain date Sunday, Octo-
ber 16. Put-in at Oliver Mills, Route 44 and Plymouth St.
INFORMATION: Carolyn LeMarre at 508-828-1101, direc-
tor@savethetaunton.org; Curtiss Hoffman at 508-531-
2249 info@massarcaheology.org.

ADMISSION: Adults: $25, Children under 12: S5, Mem-
bers of Massachusetts Archaeological Society or
TauntonRiver Watershed Association: $15. Reservations
required. Lunch will be provided for an additional S5 per
person if ordered in advance. Canoe/Kayak rental ex-

tra. Register at www.savethetaunton.org or call 508 828
1101.

MAS Fall Meeting

The fall meeting of the Massachusetts Archaeological
Society will be held on October 22, 2011. The business
meeting will be from 10:00 to 11:45 at the museum and
is for members only. The afternoon session will start at
1:00 in the Middleborough Library. It is open to the pub-
lic. Admission is $10 for members , $12 for non-members
and S6 for students with I.D..

Directions are on the cover sheet.

Speakers Program
1:00-1:15 President’s Greeting
Frederica Dimmick
1:15-1:45 Recoveries From the First Terrace,
Middleborough Little League Site
2009-2011

Curtiss Hoffman
1:45-2:15 After the State, Two Countries, Thirty
Two Years. Many Archaeologies

Paul Robinson

The Turner’s Falls Determination and
Its Impact on Tribal Historic
Preservation

Doug Harris

2:15-2:45

2:45-3:00 BREAK

3:00-3:30 Alsop Meadow Site - A Formerly

Unknown Projectile Point Type
Jeff Boudreau

3:30- 4:00 Preliminary Presentation on an

Archaic Site in Danvers, MA
David McKenna

The Newsletter is published by the Massachusetts
Archaeological Society P.O.Box700, Middleborough, MA
02346-0700
www.massarchaeology.org (508) 947-9005
EDITOR: Tim Fohl

681 South Street Carlisle, MA 01741
tfohl@tigco.com (978) 369-5649
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DIRECTIONS TO ROBBINS MUSEUM

From Route 1-495 (North or South): take exit 4, Route
105. At the end of the ramp follow 105 East towards
Middleborough Center. Proceed through two sets of
traffic lights. After the second set of lights proceed
one block and turn right onto Jackson Street, just
before the Middleborough Police Station. The Rob-
bins Museum is located on the right at 17 Jackson
Street. Parking is available across the street from the
Museum.

Visitors along the Boston-Brockton-Lakeville MBTA
line can get off at the Lakeville T stop; the Museum
is a two mile taxi ride away.

We are only: 40 miles from Boston
15 miles from Plymouth
25 miles from Cape Cod
35 miles from Providence, Rl

The Massachusetts Archaeological Society, Inc.
Robbins Museum of Archaeology

P.0. Box 700

Middleborough, MA 02346-0700
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